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Identification, Evolutionary and Expression Profile Analysis of the Aspar-

tic Protease Gene Superfamily in Arabidopsis thaliana and Rice
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Abstract: Aspartic proteases (APs), a large family of proteolytic enzymes with diverse functions, play import-
ant roles in many aspects of physiological and developmental processes in plants. However, systematic studies
on their classification, molecular evolution and function are still lacking. In this study, information about APs
including gene sequence, subfamily classification, gene structure, sub-cellular localization and chromosomal
location of all known APs in Arabidopsis and rice were collected, and analyzed by bioinformatics tools. In ad-
dition, the difference in spatio-temporal expression and function of these APs between Arabidopsis and rice was
investigated using available trasnscriptomic data. Furthermore, the expression pattern of each of the APs genes
along anther development was highlighted, which provides a framework for future studies defining the roles of
APs in anther development.
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insert (PSI), 1XA> 7 Brddi A\ 21 841 R & 2 B &5 1 AT
A Cliig, 78 BRI I AR i R ) B AR
PSIX 741 45t LA R g3 5 3h 1 P A A
PN APE A [FIJRYE, (5 2R J 0SB A AE
M (saposin-like proteins)+ 4322l (MutluflGal
1999). nucellin APsZf3 (1) % 4 SnucellinE %
AHARL, 1% RAPE ORI T K32 1) 2L 40 i 1 (Chen
FFoolad 1997). A #LAY (1) AP H A AT 11 1
KRAPZ A 7 55 Ak (Faro M Gal 2005).

APHE AE N —HKHENE A KK
(EC3.4.23), KA DR BA Z R, HAEAFIE
YR B LRI AT 5 1 D B A &G A R (R ZR A
W) AR2011) . oA APTE4H M2 7 4k SE T2 7 THI 1)
Dife 2 B 0 ) E B s . AT A, )
S AL 7 BB TS 9 42 B — 8 Caspases (cyste-
ine—aspartic acid proteases, K242 R VE &
PR 5 ) X I R A 10, T AE AR N, R E R LA
ZH e AN — 2R 2 ) B R TR O3 A #S A K IR Bh )
Caspases|1) B % [F] i & [ (Francischetti%$2010), %4
1M, AEAD IV 2 40 MR 14 B0 Tk AR o A SR
¥ 21| Caspaseliff (2% 2 Caspaselif ) if M (Hensel &5
1993; Chen%:1993; XuflChye 1999; Abramovitch%
2003; Solomon%$1999; T 4£2008). [Kith, FATH
M AHAE YR N A7 E K Caspaselif(LLin 5
Caspasefif 45 14 J5 Ll [f) Metacaspase), B2 FH A [F] 1]
e Jht R T N R & 2R 2 B (LL i APs) S [F]
KAT(E H LeCaspase 2y B IE, IS5 MY 12
FRiEseToadfs . Hotn, R JF FUNDEADE (/&
TAILRRELARER), (£ L, WA RNAITT
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21 0 PR s s AT B T R AR A PR M AR T
(Phan%52011). MAh, DAREYIIE ) K & i 72 A4,
A I 704508 AR AT I B 7 SR B W7, 162
R 2 I PR R R T RR T — N S AR Y M4
FET-IL R, FE S (Brassica napus)F1IH % (Nicotia-
na tabacum){t.%j ) 8 H &AM H Caspase-3 i,
BE & 208 2 10 K B R kAR 2O (Solis%52014) .
PAT S8 2 SE AT IR FE 0 ARG8T K FETE 2 3 %
Rl FTAPETUM DEGENERATION RETARDATION
(TDR)FETERNAL TAPETUM 1 (EATI{EAC 252885
AR B AR T R EERER, TDRZ

I B A DR 55 B (cysteine prote-
ase 1, OsCP1), IMEATI & B BN RER
% 5 A Mfaspartic protease 25137 (OsAP25%0
OsAP37) M i 45 45 Bl J2 4 M AL T 1 D) RE(Li%52006;
Niu%§2013; 7KUT452008; 2= d MR #52012). H
IR L, 273853 A P DRI FE A6 2] 908 = 4 i At T
thRTRERC B A ET R OVE L DR, 40E0p A
MR IRAPEE R AL 25 G B JZ AR B AE oo R v (3R
LA, AT RE 3G AT TR APET D RE AR .
DRI, 4= THD T AU, R FF A 7K AG HH APs IR AE B
MThee, ASCRHEDE B 2EFB, XS4 740
BT HUKFE AP G E H ARG B EEHEM
TR I GeRE AL, JF B 2RI 5Kk
FEREAFHLA R T RREBGHEAT 7. It
A, RICEE ST TAPRE AT Re S 54K E
RS A AR P AR T I D RET 9T, B AR NS I
ARG APK R DRt AR A B XS5

MRS 7E

1 BIEFFAKFEPAPRIERBIBEL S

UL EE T H 0 1 3R A 32 S 1 eHE B R A
J%E(TAIR, http://www.arabidopsis.org/)##22; 7K FE %L
P I I KR 55 R BRIl (Rice Gene Annotation
Project, http://rice.plantbiology.msu.edu) FINCBI-pro-
tein blast Py Hdfs 2 Hh 48 R e A APSS K s T A
HE, B L2 RFPHILLGED I SMART,
NCBI-CDAMINTEPROE 5 P44 R T 1%, 73l 315
T AUKIEPAPFIRINEAE R, B 173
G E WEIEM I EEGA . EERRD
KA EFHRBEEE. RN EDNAFE 51 A
HASHIE L, EHATTED-II (http:/atted jp/) 75 2|
VLR I+ AP ER B0 I 20 i o F0I ) 5 R oK A
AP [ 1 040 i 7€ A2 ) T & 38 5L PSORT - Tar-
getP 1.1, MITOPROTAHIChloroP 1.1 (http://cubic.
bioc.columbia.edu/cgi/-var/nair/resonline.pl) >k 58
B o
2 GOTfigET

Gene Ontology (GO) & & T 3 Al X 4% T
FLH5 ¥ 777%(Go Analysis Toolkit and Database for
Agricultural community, http://bioinfo.cau.edu.cn/
agriGO/index.php), HHEHE T 437 Dy HE(molecular
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function). 441t FE(biological process) A K 4 fitl
2H %) (cellular component).
3 APRIGEZR BT AR EFH A E SIS

K F TATR [ 3t {1 % €8 4% i) &) T H (chromo-
some map tool, http://www.arabidopsis.org/jsp/Chro-
mosomeMap/tool.jsp)2z fil] Y €44 ], 46 Tl (1) pir
PR TP R AR AR E A 3 Qe ok b £
TIGR (http://www.tigr.org/tdb/e2k1/osal/pseudomol-
ecules/info.shtml)_F | FIBLASTP¥ Tl () /K FE AP
B DRCE BK ARG G Ok b, o B AN R 205 R 2
() PR A 6 Ar B G B, JF o i DR o e A5 B AT
PaRIs
4 APRIEREBLGHT

B L RE T AR FE I APFEE RIS 5 7 F1 R
JE #5238 it SignalP 3.0 (http://www.cbs.dtu.dk/ser-
vices/SignalP/)F1Signal Peptide Prediction (http://bioin-
formatics.leeds.ac.uk/prot_analysis/Signal. html)>R Tl
o W PR R f 2 0l 1 FHPROSITES 2
(1. APSE KA i) FoAth 45 1 350 2 il i SMART
PfamAllInterproscan# 4 FE R B FIH . NE T HI
HH ZIE T TIGR (http://www.tigr.org/tigr-scripts/
osal_web/gbrowse/rice/)_t- 1) & PAI 2 1 W T2 5€ ik
5 APEREFRIKERIRWEFR LS

XF A 3R AR 14 R ST FHK R AP EE ], {5 H
N FL B JEAS B8 ZE CREP Database (http://crep.
nepgr.en). /KFEAZE L O F B3 Rice Oligonucle-
otide Array Database (http://www.ricearray.org/)F17E
Bio-Array Resource for Plant Biology (BAR)H ff)
Arabidopsis eFP Browser (http://bar.utoronto.ca/wel-
come.htm) ¥ 71 T 5., AR A4 5 I+ R K g 1)
RE W REEYE, &I 35 Aok FE2TA
AEPERKEENBMANSBE, 5T 2R
5 0] P R B AR R IAE . A R B 51
Kl 73 HrGenesis (1.7.5) 8 AFEAT 2047, KHEIR
SR 53 M1 5 1000 X e R PR IR A AT AL B
6 LT AKIEAPERRIEER AT
BE UM

fEROAD (www.ricearray.org) [ & 2| i 5 AP
FIRFEAEAN R 46 25 K & W) 258, A H
T Genesis il {1 H 77 {5 [ 352 () Rk 1% &, FRadkAT
BRI
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1 YETFIKEPAPEERIRLEMREDXE
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BATT 40 B AE AL R FF A KORS 3R 1569 FI189 A
AP, DLCEATREARG R, BFEEREKE. &
Hgms. BH, 38, BEAKD. AETHE,
GEA AR T FLATTED-T145 21 11 2 1 0 41 it 45 #4) T
M SRR B EMAE R GRD) . GREW], fEMH
TFHISE R AL, 6944 PIE IR 52 it i 573 7] LA 43 B DY
K& RFIAPI(AZK, 3N HE[H]), Zenucellin AP
(B2, 4 HEH), dE LB AP (CR, 424 [H)), LA
Je HoAh Fp2(Others, 20N FE[K]) (FR1). 7EAZS, #L7H
FIAPZE Y i3 v, AR AAT T2 75 2 A PSL, v] UK H
2 RAL (1IMHFTA2 241, HFAL (Atlgl1910) 84
B FPSTZE Y, A2 (Atd4g22050F1At1g69100)
HAEAHZE . B, HKnucellin AP, 3L
HANFEF (At1g77480, Atlgd4130. Atdg334904!
At1g49050) % iix 25 Snucellint3 25L& 1 i,
EATEAS & A 1T 5 B APST, 1 H A 8 ) /& nucellin
A G A A R PR A0 2R 8 A R iR e
ARG REAFREHAIENE. C, JESA R
AP RHE R I — 2K, 7RI H 35 e/ NEA
(Cl. C2. C3., C4. C5. CX). fECIHAH10 3
B, SRS E A S A —ME Tk —B25~30
AN FER 0 ET SRR, 10 HL IO X e 8 1 E# AL T
Wi C2HANER, eMwmibmEASH 2
AR E LIS IR, (R FTF K, B LAAT R
WK EEpHEE P AR H0 i) 751 Sk 428 i HL 2 3 /K AR e 115
C3A 8N LA, Ty HAX — 3R [1)4F fi g 5 CND41iX A
T EAEE AL A — B K Sk, x4
HE A AE S R S A v R L (Nakano 55 1997);
C4h LA 10N, BT [E f2HA —ACK
Ui SE K X B, CSRAEINEEH, & MR SF G AL
HAEDTS (D-REAAR, T-HAR, S-2ZR) A
JEDTG (D-KAH M, T-HEM, G-HER), HAh#
ECIZARAML, BT A Toik A 35 0 3E diL 8 4 PFE R #
Bkl o BICXK (D).

IKFEH B89N AP FK IR I R 43 25 5 40 e T+ H (1)
I3 FAAL, W53 AP RIS AP (A, 673
[A), Znucellin APFE(BI, 134MJE[H), JEHAIAP
F(C, 68N KL LA K HAhFP 2 (XK, 2424 )
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Table 1 The basic information of aspartyl protease family in Arabidopsis and rice
Wl SR iR HA BHAK/Naa T HL BAEM  EAKHEMAN R

WEFE Al Typical 506 12 S, C 1 BATPSIZE itk
A2 Typical 354,367 4 S, Y 2 JEPSIZE F 35,
B Nucellin-like ~ 401~583 6,7,8 S,C,0,M,V 4 ANE AT TS5 R RIPSTE Fg45%
Cl Atypical 396~512 0,1,2,9,10 S,C,P,O,N 10 B MESRE, 1Sk
C2 Atypical 392~491 0 C,C 4 HEELHARNEEIE KB
C3 Atypical 464~535 0,1,2 S,C,V 8 Z5 1) 5CND41E AL
Cc4 Atypical 481~632 9,11 S,P,V,C 10 B —ANCRIIEK X BE
Cs Atypical 425~455 1,2 S,V,0,E,C 3 A LRSS AL S 2

DTSAZDTG

X PRl 395~528 0,1,8,9 S,P,C,V 7 PR
HAh KHn 386~630 (158,756)  0,1,3,5,9,11  O,N,S,C,V,PY 20 FAN

IKFE Al Typical 496~552 (52) 10, 12 Ex 5 BATPSIZE Ktk
A2 Typical ESll AN A% 1 TEPSIZE I,
B Nucellin-like ~ 410~632 7,8,9,11 C,E,Ex, P 13 AEH T T MATPSI
C Atypical 316~525 0,1 C,E,Ex, M, N, P 42 A5
Cl Atypical 463~519 (720) 1,2,3 C,Cy,E, P 9 CND41%E [ 19 [F Y5
2 Atypical 372~472 0,1 Cy, Ex, Pe 3 45K 5 SSARALL
3 Atypical 441, 447 0 Ex 2 PCS1EE [ 1 [FIVE
C4 Atypical 454 0 Ex 1 CDRIZE [ 1 [E 5
Cs Atypical 373~419 0 Cy, E, Ex, P 11 DTGHEF P — M RAH

IR e FEOR ST

X ESll ESll A C,P 2 FH

“RA—F, Typical{UR MM [ R X 2L & 1 B2 Nucellin-likefURER O AN ZER L AR &R H B2 Atypical{URAFMA R %
RBIRE AR, “RAEA— I, CARIM SR, CyfURATNEH; EACR MR, ExfURIANE BT MR 2R, NACRANIE; PAUERNR
e 1, PefQR I AL B, SR bR 1, VARTRITIE, OfCRA A . “Hi i — 1, DTSR —NRIERR T A, D-RE AR, TR AR,
S-2 5 1R DTGIER—NAEERR T, D-RLAMR, T-7 AR, G-H 2R, PSUURAYE; 7 1447 A (plant specific insert); CND41/{3%41 kDa
DNAZ A A; PCSIHXZFRPROMOTION OF CELL SURVIVAL 1, CDRIAXZRCONSTITUTIVE DISEASE RESISTANCE 1,

(FRD. CRIPUFEIRMBMAP, RH K —4, A

VER I NMET— 2R K], AK107644F1AK 111185

68N E A o FEIX — 21— LR AR IR APs CL & ik
TE 3 PR B TR () S5 R4 A SE A0 43 S T 6N 4(C

Cl. C2. C3. C4FIC5), 9MNECT, 3MEC2, 24N E
C3, INMEC4, 11/MECS, HABMKIR B IEC K,

C14H/2CND41 & [ I [FYR, & —ANTEr SRR A%
R ILAE R H, A DNAL A LU R A K
filg % 1 (Nakano®$1997) . S58%7r NC2, XA H
Pl A2 — > T RS MR R R - A
FAZANE PEE F(Chen52008) ., C34H/2PCS14E
I EE, —NULESITAP, ZEREIA R B A S5 I A
HHORHEH L Ay 32 P P 52 S 1A FH (Ge%62005)

C44H 2 CDRI1E AW B M FRIE, — NS 590 TEE
S I A (Xia252004) . C5HAPsEEDTG
B — AN R AR BEARSE, SRR A5 7
H A —ANRIE ORI . e XA

(ChenZ52009).
2 METFAKFEPAPEERE AL, EREMF
I 4B E S 53 7

NI DRI G5 ¥ 23T, 45 SRR W AP A [+) 3 5% I 2
DR ) A 25 T30 B AR AE 22 e, S T AZRAPEE A 1)
W& THEAAMANPE; BEPNETHE
E6~8 M, Cl, C2, C3&h, BT
At2g36670.1/211 N & 1 HH 295104, Hopd L[]
W& TEH AN T T2, 1 BOR 2 HER 204
CAMIN & THH B2 HARZ 98 111~ C5REEA
W T AR 1B X LK RS A AZRAPZRIL A 1)
W& THEAT0MI2AN IR, BN & 14 H AR
TET~11/> 2 [a); CRIER N & FH E A ORI P
F; CIZRZ NI 2HIB3AS, C22RH A OFTTA
P C3. C4. CSRILH A& TH H AN




D RA IR E A ME U T AR RS (197 7L REBEA L R AEAE 25 K 7 D) RETHT

327

FirLA, 25 RE W, AELENE Tk &K, JE
AR A TR K IEFE R N & 750 H B AR 2R
B (B PRI R ICAZK ) (GR1).

PATE X LG TFAK AR APS I 2540 43 4T, 3%
B SLRN AP A X AL AR S M, B —ME 5
JK, —ANHTRK, — AN B NS AL S I APLE R 38,
(BarrettZ52004) . FAI T8 i 6} 481 5F 7+ AP 45 1) 43

A
At1g11910.1 (A1)

At4g22050.1 (A2)

Atl1gd4130.1 (B) E
At228010.1 (C1)
At2g28030.1 (C2)
At5g10760.1 (C3)

At3g02740.1 (C4)

Mr, RIAT 19 AP F1(27.54%) & A (R 451,
ARG SRR 2 AN G S 470N E A
(68.11%) A5 S IR AL 2 —, 1A
(1.45%)F B/ D A5 5 5 5 RIS AL 25 1 APLE R 3

21M(2.90%) A KRB KGR . RA3NAPEE
2 M APE A, H AR IS5 W >Saq_B4S
Fa3d, A T AP SRR T FI(PST) (BI1-A). 7K

&
@

At1209750.1 (C5) E

At203200.1 (CX)

B
LOC_Os01g44130 (A)

LOC_Os11g08200 (B)

LOC_0s01g56930 (B) E

LOC_0s06g15760 (B) i . -
LOC_Os06520120 (C1) =P iy
LOC_0s05g51350(C2) ===

LOC_0s01g62630 (C3)

LOC_Os01g08330 (C4)

LOC_0s10g39260 (C5)

S Saq_B1(PSD)-%&
= S Ik G Asp R QLG @Oan_Bz(Psn- -

b

pp CCPOWSHK
X N e X B

LA

I bt

SN2l

AT 400R I AR R & R B 11 B S R ik IR (14 2 1 45 4

Fig.1 Protein structure of AP proteins in Arabidopsis and rice
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TR G 24 APEE 1(25%) & B AR M 251, BdE—
AME T KRN ANTEPEAL A . STANER 1(60.42%) fik
ME S IRECFE VR AT A2 —, TR 1144M(14.58%)
A S5 SURE AL S AP IR, L6
MNAPYE R A APE H, K msihas—
ASaq B&EFIS (K 1-B). LR ST FKRELE & (1)
Shit) FAPAE R E W 2 T, X0 B8 R ok ik ok
D RE 2 AEVEG R -

MEE E s B R AR RE, U T KA
HH 1K 2 A PR IR A TE300~600 aa 2 [1], B
THAEGTFCA/NP_190574, C4/NP 199124, HiAh/
NP_189700. Hth2&/NP_ 180389 & 4 i & H ik
BEHIFE632. 631, 630411756 aa; DL K Al 2E/NP
680599 FEIR A H AN N 158 aa. /KFEA1/NP_0010-
42785, B/NP 001060161, CI1/NP_001056633 (1)K
R A B R AR 2 252, 642F1720 aa; [FII, i@
ik E A R A A AT, R IILARL RS T b R
NEZ A ATy S NN A S P I TSN
BANHKZH, A4—F(33/69) 3 H 24 72

R G, RAASN W B A 1, Ptk 723
T APZ AR W R AR TP AEROEL . rHERAAR . B
AR SE NI R Gt R IEREACAE R o T AE KRG R
A, % T —4-(50/89) 1 3 [K 4 b 75 41 g 41 &
J A, HAR R ER A AL T 20 M 5 s P X S R e
SRR ENIL RS . fEKFEHAPK IR
TEWNIE R G b AR AN B KPR, %
s ok B A A AR E (R D).
3 APERAERIKERGOINEES A
JUERATAE L TFAPZ — R EE I E K
FRIE, B BTE TR HO E2ME AL R A R IR R AR 4
B, (HHEARe S 5 A SR ERATFFATE 2,
I, AT T I E R ) GO'E & M (K12), 45
RK: R TT69NAPIEA, R4 H Bt FEH,
REFEE A LS+ T W I & St (endomembrane
system), BRI 2 4b, 7EAE )40 i BE (plant cell wall) PA
% B 52 (anchored to membrane) 45 & £5; 7E4E
YiEEd R, X IR E A KR AR PR R E KT
fE(proteolysis); 7£7rFDhfe b, EATNEEH AR 7

LS AT MR
; 4 Ff "y e \
i 21 WIS pEiLiERE ‘
55% SE 69%/ 84* Rt R
.. / ! 66%/ 84* \
R RSk ?ﬂg’g ﬁfﬁﬁﬁa‘
i 55% &5 66/ 83* 66%/ 83*
4
£ KA \
\ oy ok e
ﬁ%*@ % ok % puk
KRS 68 S 66*/ 84*
st \ 31*
) \
- \
& ] EEmE, ELAR
l W5 e FL AR B e
w 68**
AR : 4 \%egsm — % &n
o DR .
11* \, ZikEH T
68*** 68***
\ BT \¥ { ------ > FAHELTES
10% RAH -
R o § ey — fEE
" e 68w+ (eI
0= KRBT

K2 SR TF KRR & ZIR B B GO i R e i
Fig.2 GO biological process enrichment analysis of APs in Arabidopsis and rice
* R INPEAE0.05~1.0e-60; **EK IR PIE £ 1.0e-60~1.0e-120; *** LR PIE 1£.1.0e-120~1.0e-180,
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REZBRNVIEEE(R2). KRGS, BT
177 89N AP GO & S #r, 455 EW, f£4E
YRR, XREAEPEYLERE .. Ko T
RS FEME AR, £ 706t b, RN
HE A P R K AR TS 1 3 UL R TR R K R
Xf LA AT, FRATT SR SRR R AL, B TR AEGOTh RE 43 2
R AR, WRERENSEAESE RN ES, B
Al e R KFEGOEHE FE Dh e i E R A 2 BTl
4 PR F/KIEAPSHI R & 1A fn FnE F 7%

T FRAPHE R SR I SN 58 7 Tk
J5, DA BE PR 6] AT e A7 7E O AH LS G &, Bdi14r
T T APKIES A A R ik LA BE R . 45
REH, I 69N LR S MR ST 1R
S SYLAR b, R 3F15S YLtk oy AT B
2, Ae17. VTRN6ANFE R S % L, 1 262814
Y EAR A D, 3 5 118 AN (JE3-A),
B gL AR R L35 50 A, (HNEI3-ATT LR
, LB ITAPEE AR & A Ge o fhk B IFA 23554y
i, HL X o A 2% FEAR K, Hodn, SF T35 Yefa
PR VTS B o34, oA R 230 AN B/ X 3t
RE TN, MWEKEK T35 R EME T HTSS
et fh RS S H A TN R . A RIE R
HF 5 A B PR gt DA TR A 1) 5 sAF T, R AR AE
MNERE PR, WEB-AT AT LUE H, J4h
6/ RIFEAFEAE, AN SERIFRAFAE /D2 R & R
WP, JUIH3S G R 2 A 34N CAZE
FEFI(At3g50050, At3g51330.1. At3g51340.1)% %%
HE, A ARATTTE AR ) i R R R RS YR T IR —
R BRI 248 DU ][RR K FE o 2 i 45 SRR B,
IKFEAPH 86 LRI TE AT A 12 5% et fhk % 47
A, Hrp 124N R E SR 15 Y ik, 8N 2 L
TE4'5 Jetifk, 13N E ML AE6 5 Yk, 1110k
REALAE 105 Yeth ik, 44N JE R e AL7E 1275 Y i f,
2RI75 etafh Bl TN, 3. 5. 95
Jetafk by B T 6N R, 81T et fhk 1)
B T3 . KFFAPLE Gtk b frfE2k
LT 00 I A S R A, A 9N BRI R AR A, 2
PR B 7 7E X B 1) 5k R (E3-B)
5 FEITFIKIBAPRIE N 4 BATAAFILALREEE
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